ANOKA COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE
SHERIFF JAMES STUART
FRIDAY UPDATE: 06.01.18
This information appeared on our FB page, but it bears repeating:
Columbia Heights Police and Anoka County Sheriff's Office collaborate to arrest online classified robbery suspects
Recently, the Columbia Heights Police Department and the Anoka County Sheriff’s Office partnered on an
investigation involving a robbery / assault of a victim who was attempting to purchase an iPhone 7 off the online
classified site, “Letgo.” The victim saw an ad for the phone and contacted the seller. An agreement was made to
meet on May 16th, 2018 in the 4000 block of Main Street NE, in Columbia Heights, the victim was unfamiliar with
this residential area, but was interested in buying the phone. When the victim met the “sellers” that day, the victim
was severely beaten and robbed of his money and personal items. As a result, the victim sustained a broken nose
and numerous cuts and bruises. The suspects fled the area in a two-toned white SUV.
The Columbia Heights Police and Anoka County Sheriff’s Office joined forces to investigate the robbery. Video
surveillance provided valuable information about the suspect vehicle, which was a distinct two-tone Infinity QX4. A
vehicle matching that description led to the identification of several possible suspects. Also, the Detectives noted
that the same photo of a phone was still being utilized for a classified ad on “Letgo.” Detectives contacted the
“seller” of that phone, and the “seller” requested to meet in Lomianki Park at 80 39th Ave NE in the City of Columbia
Heights. Officers from the Columbia Heights Police Department and Anoka County Sheriff’s Office set up on the
area and saw that two previously identified suspects were already waiting. A Detective from the Sheriff’s Office
approached the two suspects and they indicated they had the phone. The Detective and back up officers
immediately took the suspects into custody, finding that one of them had a pellet pistol in his waistband. Arrested
were:
Marcus Monteze Western DOB: 10-09-1999 of Columbia Heights
Johnathan Jabari Johnson DOB: 03-17-2000 of Fridley
Both suspects have since been formally charged with Simple Robbery and felony Assault in the Third Degree.
The Columbia Heights Police Department and the Anoka County Sheriff’s Office, and many other law enforcement
agencies provide designated “Exchange Zone” areas at their facilities that are monitored by video camera for an
added layer of protection when conducting online classified advertising transactions. While these “Exchange Zones”
cannot provide absolute protection, meeting at a law enforcement area that is under video surveillance could
possible deter a would-be robber from committing the crime. We encourage the public to take advantage of these
areas and even encourage people to meet inside the lobby of our facility if your transaction is during our normal
business hours. Never meet a seller or buyer in an unfamiliar residential area if it’s at all possible.
“Online sale websites are very convenient for sellers and buyers, but they also can create opportunities for
criminals. We strongly encourage everyone using these sites to make their transactions at a law enforcement
exchange zone, because this small step will negate most criminal opportunities,” said Columbia Heights Police Chief
Lenny Austin. Anoka County Sheriff James Stuart added, “I am very happy that the collaborative law enforcement
efforts in this case were able to shut down the ongoing criminal activity of the suspects. Sadly, there are many
people who would rather victimize others than be productive members of society. Because of that reality, we have
created safe “Exchange zones” for the public to use and encourage our citizens to take advantage of these areas
that can increase the likelihood of a safer transaction. The safety of our citizens is always our number one priority.”
The Columbia Heights Police Department and Anoka County Sheriff’s Office both have designated “Exchange
Zones” under 24-hour video surveillance in the parking lots of their main campuses. Many other law enforcement
agencies provide this service to citizens also. Please consider conducting your transactions at one of this law
enforcement sponsored spots.

Andover

Thefts & Damage to Property
05.24 142xx Crane St NW – 2 hoverboards stolen from the property
Arrests/Incidents
05.30 Round Lake Blvd NW/154 Ln NW – DAC-IPS; a deputy stopped a driver for not having a valid
driver’s license. The male was arrested.
05.28 133xx Quinn St NW – Structure Fire; deputies responded to a house fire at the location.
Andover Fire Department responded and extinguished the fire. No one was injured.

Bethel

No incidents that would be reflected in this report were reported in Bethel this week.

Columbus

No incidents that would be reflected in this report were reported in Columbus this week.

East Bethel

Thefts & Damage to Property
05.27 48xx Viking Blvd NE – vandalism to an RV; possibly hit, left side damage
Arrests
05.26 24100 Block of Hwy 65 NE – 2nd Degree DWI; deputies stopped a driver for poor driving
conduct. The driver appeared intoxicated. Field sobriety tests were conducted and failed. The male
was arrested. .301

Ham Lake

Arrests/Incidents
05.26 20xx Flamingo Dr NE – Arson; deputies responded to a trailer home fire. Witnesses saw a
vehicle drive slowly and stop in-front of the trailer. A flair was then shot through a window and
started a fire. The Male and female residents had minor injuries.

Linwood

No incidents that would be reflected in this report were reported in Linwood this week.

Nowthen

Arrests
05.28 228xx Sugarbush Road NW – 5th Degree Domestic Assault; deputies responded to a
girlfriend/boyfriend domestic. The male was arrested.

Oak Grove

Thefts & Damage to Property
05.27 189xx Lake George Blvd NW – unsecure purse; prescription medication

Arrests
05.31 Viking Blvd NW/Cedar Dr NW – 4th Degree DWI; a deputy stopped a vehicle for a noise
violation. The driver appeared intoxicated. Field sobriety tests were conducted and failed. The male
was arrested.
05.27 217xx Lake George Blvd NW – Disorderly Conduct, Warrant Arrest; deputies responded to a
disorderly male at the location. The male continued to use vulgar language and would not listen to
commands. The male was arrested.
Laura Landes & Missi Reeder
Crime Prevention
Anoka County Sheriff's Office

*I nform ation shared in this report covers crim es that m ay affect you - things like
burglaries, thefts, dam age to property, identity theft, etc. W e only include a fraction of
the calls that deputies regularly respond to.
I f you w ant to see data about w hat types of calls and how m any w e respond to log on to
w w w .anokacounty.us/ crim ew atch and click on Crim e Statistics on the left side. Stats are
updated m onthly.

